CHRISTIAN SRE §

QUESTION. EXPLORE. DISCOVER.

What is Christian SRE?

Special Religious Education (SRE) also known as Scripture, is the me set aside in Public Schools
where parents/carers can choose to have their children educated in the faith of their family and
cultural background. The NSW Educa on Act (1990) allows for the local community to make this
contribution to public education, via annually approved providers, responsible for authorising age-
appropriate lessons, training and authorisation of teachers.

Christian SRE begins with the understanding that we were created by a loving God, who calls us
to fullness of life. Children are encouraged to see themselves as God sees them, full of gifts and
potential to be a force for immense goodness in our world. As such, Christian SRE, contributes to
positive self-image, identity and resilience, forming young people in their understanding of the
morals and values from the teaching of Jesus.

The Christian SRE program takes various forms in different schools and regions. In some schools
individual denominations provide specific class options (E.g. Anglican, Catholic, Orthodox). In other
schools Churches unite their efforts to deliver a common curriculum in combined Christian SRE
classes.

Who teaches SRE?

SRE teachers are people from local Christian churches, some are paid, most are volunteers. All
SRE teachers have mandatory working with children checks, as well as ongoing training in child
protection and classroom management, lesson preparation and the appropriate use of
authorised curriculum materials.

What is taught?

Christian SRE teachers follow an authorised curriculum enabling students to question, explore and
discover more about their Christian faith by examining the Word of God, church teaching and the
faith experience of others. It helps students to grasp what it means to live well, to be in relationship
with God and to embrace a life of service of others.

SRE teachers are encouraged to use a variety of teaching activities including writing, craft, small
groups, class discussion, songs, drama, storytelling, games and new learning technologies. Every
SRE provider must have on their website a link to the outline of the authorised curriculum they use.

Why Choose SRE?

Christian SRE helps students to ‘become successful learners, confident and creative individuals, and
active and informed citizens. It aids them to ‘have a sense of self-worth and personal identity that
enables them to manage their emotional, mental, spiritual and physical wellbeing’.
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The NSW Government published the independent SRE review findings and recommendations in
2017. These highlighted how SRE positively contributes to students’ understanding of their cultural
heritage, is an avenue for their spiritual care, builds tolerance in schools, promotes
multiculturalism, contributes to a well-rounded education, and connects schools with their local
community.

How do we choose SRE?

Schools regularly inform parents/carers of available SRE options at enrolment, on the school
website, in the school newsletter and on the Online Enrolment System. If enrolling online, parents
and carers can select SRE options in Section 11 of the Online Enrolment form. A participation letter
is also included in the enrolment pack. The Online Enrolment System and participation letter
informs parents/ carers of the SRE options available and gives parents/carers the choice of which
SRE class the student may attend e.g. Anglican, Catholic or Combined Christian SRE. If a
parent/carer is unsure or wants an update, they can contact the school directly.

A parent/carer can also alter their choice at any me by sending a note to the school Principal. SRE is
all about choice and SRE providers fully support the right of parents/carers to choose any of the SRE
options, or non-SRE options, including private supervised study or Special Education in Ethics
classes where available.

Special Religious Education

Enrolment for parents & carers of existing students
Log in using your Service NSW account or email
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c H R | s T l AN S R E Select student to be enrolled in SRE

Select a SRE option - Combined or Denominational
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How to join SRE in your school

Scan QR code or access link

www.christiansre.com.au

For regular updates about SRE,
info@christiansre.com.au facebook.com/christiansrensw




CURRICULUM

Stages 4-5 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5
(years 7-10)

The character of God: The character of God: The character of God: His | The character of God: His | The work of Jesus Christ

Topic His love. His goodness. desire for relationship intended purpose for our through the cross and the
with humankind. lives. family of God.

For students to explore For students to explore For students to explore For students to explore the | For students to explore the

the key Biblical concept | the key Biblical concept | both the knowledge of Christian teaching that God | key Biblical concept that God
Aim and Unit | of God's love for of God's trustworthiness, | God as well as what it has provided a way is a loving and accepting
Description. humankind, this love as revealed in the means to know God. through which evil and sin | Father, whose unconditional

being revealed through mission of Christ to seek can be overcome. love can bring significant and

Jesus Christ’s death on and to save those who That through Jesus Christ lasting character change to

the cross. This Love is are lost. Christians enter a That through Jesus Christ | an individual and/or

experienced as life- personal relationship with | Christians are forgiven, community.

transforming. our heavenly Father. promised eternal life and

established within a
community of other

believers.
Outcomes For students to become | For students to see the For students to see that Assesses and evaluates a For Students to have
familiar with John 3:16- | mission of Jesus Christ knowing God is as Biblical worldview on the explored the Fatherly
17. For each student to | through the Bible story important as knowledge power of Jesus Christ to characteristics of God. For
know that they are loved | of the lost sheep. of God. Students will see | bring transformation to students to see the positive
by God. For students to see the that this relationship with | human life, and what this | change faith brings into a
faithfulness of God. God impacts all of life. means for the life of a person’s life.

contemporary believer.

Key Scripture John 3:16-17 Luke 15:1-7 John 17:3 Romans 8:28-29 Luke 19:1-10
Resources Life Questions lesson Life Questions lesson Life Questions lesson plan | Life Questions lesson plan | Life Questions lesson plan
plan week 1 plan week 2 week 3 week 4 week 5

Life Questions is an authorised high school SRE curriculum (Anglican, Presbyterian, Baptist Union NSW and Australian Christian Churches) and will be
subject to renewal in 2027 term three. Permission to use this curriculum can be granted by contacting us at pj@sevensummits.com.au
Seven Summits will then provide the necessary training as to how to best use this teaching material.
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Student worksheets Student worksheets Student worksheets Student worksheets Student worksheets
Class Bibles. Class Bibles. Class Bibles. Class Bibles. Class Bibles.

Life Questions is an authorised high school SRE curriculum (Anglican, Presbyterian, Baptist Union NSW and Australian Christian Churches) and will be
subject to renewal in 2027 term three. Permission to use this curriculum can be granted by contacting us at pj@sevensummits.com.au
Seven Summits will then provide the necessary training as to how to best use this teaching material.
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