CHRISTIAN SRE §

QUESTION. EXPLORE. DISCOVER.

What is Christian SRE?

Special Religious Education (SRE) also known as Scripture, is the me set aside in Public Schools
where parents/carers can choose to have their children educated in the faith of their family and
cultural background. The NSW Educa on Act (1990) allows for the local community to make this
contribution to public education, via annually approved providers, responsible for authorising age-
appropriate lessons, training and authorisation of teachers.

Christian SRE begins with the understanding that we were created by a loving God, who calls us
to fullness of life. Children are encouraged to see themselves as God sees them, full of gifts and
potential to be a force for immense goodness in our world. As such, Christian SRE, contributes to
positive self-image, identity and resilience, forming young people in their understanding of the
morals and values from the teaching of Jesus.

The Christian SRE program takes various forms in different schools and regions. In some schools
individual denominations provide specific class options (E.g. Anglican, Catholic, Orthodox). In other
schools Churches unite their efforts to deliver a common curriculum in combined Christian SRE
classes.

Who teaches SRE?

SRE teachers are people from local Christian churches, some are paid, most are volunteers. All
SRE teachers have mandatory working with children checks, as well as ongoing training in child
protection and classroom management, lesson preparation and the appropriate use of
authorised curriculum materials.

What is taught?

Christian SRE teachers follow an authorised curriculum enabling students to question, explore and
discover more about their Christian faith by examining the Word of God, church teaching and the
faith experience of others. It helps students to grasp what it means to live well, to be in relationship
with God and to embrace a life of service of others.

SRE teachers are encouraged to use a variety of teaching activities including writing, craft, small
groups, class discussion, songs, drama, storytelling, games and new learning technologies. Every
SRE provider must have on their website a link to the outline of the authorised curriculum they use.

Why Choose SRE?

Christian SRE helps students to ‘become successful learners, confident and creative individuals, and
active and informed citizens. It aids them to ‘have a sense of self-worth and personal identity that
enables them to manage their emotional, mental, spiritual and physical wellbeing’.
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The NSW Government published the independent SRE review findings and recommendations in
2017. These highlighted how SRE positively contributes to students’ understanding of their cultural
heritage, is an avenue for their spiritual care, builds tolerance in schools, promotes
multiculturalism, contributes to a well-rounded education, and connects schools with their local
community.

How do we choose SRE?

Schools regularly inform parents/carers of available SRE options at enrolment, on the school
website, in the school newsletter and on the Online Enrolment System. If enrolling online, parents
and carers can select SRE options in Section 11 of the Online Enrolment form. A participation letter
is also included in the enrolment pack. The Online Enrolment System and participation letter
informs parents/ carers of the SRE options available and gives parents/carers the choice of which
SRE class the student may attend e.g. Anglican, Catholic or Combined Christian SRE. If a
parent/carer is unsure or wants an update, they can contact the school directly.

A parent/carer can also alter their choice at any me by sending a note to the school Principal. SRE is
all about choice and SRE providers fully support the right of parents/carers to choose any of the SRE
options, or non-SRE options, including private supervised study or Special Education in Ethics
classes where available.

Special Religious Education

Enrolment for parents & carers of existing students
Log in using your Service NSW account or email
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How to join SRE in your school

Scan QR code or access link

www.christiansre.com.au

For regular updates about SRE,
info@christiansre.com.au facebook.com/christiansrensw
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Lesson

1

God is King of
the world
Psalm 93

Scope and sequence

Lesson aim

To help children to learn that God is
King of all creation.

Semester 1

Learning Intentions
Students will:

- know that God made the world
- understand that God is King and ruler of his creation
- begin to appreciate that they can love and trust God as their King.

2

God is caring
Psalm 95:1-7a

To recognise that God cares for
his people.

- know some ways in which God cares for his people
- understand that God knows our needs
- begin to grasp what they can do in response to God’s care for them.

3

God is kind
and loving

Psalm 103

To appreciate that God is kind and
loving towards his people.

- review what they know about God's character
+ begin to understand that God is kind and loving toward his people

begin to appreciate that God's love is higher and deeper than anything we can
imagine.

4

God is wonderful
Psalm 96

To consider the different ways we
can praise God.

- be able to state why God is wonderful

- identify what it means to praise God

- understand that God wants us to give him praise
-+ engage in a variety of praise activities.

5

God is trustworthy

Genesis 12:1-3, 6-7;
Psalm 105:1-11, 42-45

To be reassured that God can
always be trusted.

- hear how God kept his promise to Abraham
- understand that God still keeps his promises today
- appreciate that they can trust God.

6

God is good
Psalm 111

To recognise that everything about
God is good and he never changes.

- know that God never changes
- understand that everything about God is good
+ begin to appreciate how they can live the way God wants them to.

7

God is great
Psalm 145

To explore how great God is.

- recall the characteristics of God learned in previous lessons
- show their understanding of how great God is in a variety of ways

be challenged to tell others how great God is.

8

Jesus is God’s Son
Matthew 3:13-17

To help the children to understand
that Jesus, God'’s Son, came to live
on earth.

- share their knowledge of Jesus
- understand that God was pleased with his Son, Jesus, because he did what God

wanted

- appreciate how Jesus is like us as well as how he is different from us.

9

Jesus obeys God

Matthew 27:11-61;
Isaiah 52:13-15

For the children to hear that God's
plan was good and right and to
have the opportunity to express
their gratitude for God's absolute
love for us that enables us to be his
friend.

know that Jesus died and was buried

- understand that Jesus died because he knew God's plan was good and right—it

was the only way that we could be forgiven

- begin to appreciate what a Saviour is and why Christians respond to the death of

Jesus with gratitude.

10

Jesus is alive!

Matthew 28:1-10;
Acts 1:1-11

To reassure the children that Jesus is
alive and practise telling others this
wonderful news.

- participate in a dramatic retelling of the story of Jesus'resurrection
« understand that Jesus, God's Son, died and then rose to life
- appreciate that Jesus is alive yesterday, today and forever!




Lesson

1

The beginning
Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18

Scope and sequence

Lesson aim

To help the children to understand
that God has always existed and is
the Creator of all things.

Semester 1

Learning Intentions
Students will:

- know that God made day and night, as well as the sun, moon and stars
- understand that God the Father, Jesus the Son, and the Holy Spirit have always

existed, even before the beginning of creation

- begin to appreciate the wonder, wisdom and creativity of God, the all-powerful

Creator.

12

To help the children to understand
that the land and the sea were

+ know that the land and sea were made by God's command
- understand that when God speaks, his words are fulfilled

God speaks made at God's command. - appreciate and show wonder for God's mighty power.
Genesis 1:9, 10
13 To help the children to know that - know that God made every kind of plant and tree

Plentiful plants

Genesis 1:11-13,
27-31

creation is good and God wants us
to enjoy it.

- understand that God was pleased with everything he made—it was good
- consider how the world sustains life.

14

Amazing animals
Genesis 1:20-25

To help the children to understand
that God created all animals.

- know that God made sea creatures, birds and animals
- understand that God gives life to all creatures
+ thank God, the awesome life-giving Creator.

15

Precious people
Genesis 1:26-31

To help the children to know that
God made people and that each
person is precious to him.

+ know that God made people
- understand that people are most precious to God
- appreciate that each of us is a deliberate and unique handiwork, the precious

possession of God.

16
Living in God's
perfect world
Genesis 1:1 - 2:4

To help the children to learn that
God, our Creator, looks after us and
wants us to trust him.

+ beintroduced to Adam and Eve, the first people
- understand that God loves and cares for all people
- state some ways in which God provides for them.

17

Not trusting God
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

To help the children to appreciate
that God loves us and wants us to
trust him.

+ know that Adam and Eve stopped trusting God
- understand that God wanted Adam and Eve to trust and obey him
- begin to appreciate that God wants us to trust and obey him.

18

Living apart from
God

Genesis 3:8-24

To reassure the children that God
cares for us even when we do
wrong.

- know that Adam and Eve had to leave the garden
+ understand that God still loved Adam and Eve
- appreciate that we can trust that God wants to be friends with us even when we

do wrong.

19

The greatest party
Matthew 22:1-5, 8-10

To help the children to know that
Jesus invites everyone to be in
God's kingdom.

- know about Jesus'story of the great party by participating in a retelling
- understand that not everyone who was invited came to the banquet (party)
- appreciate that Jesus invites everyone into his Father’s kingdom.

20

Together forever

Revelation 21:1-7,
23-27

To help the children appreciate that
the Bible teaches that Jesus'friends
will live with him forever.

- learn how God will make everything new
- imagine being together with God and Jesus forever with no sadness
- be encouraged to look forward to God's new heaven and earth.




Lesson

1

God cares for Noah
Genesis 6:5—9:17

Scope and sequence

Lesson aim

To help the children understand
that God cares for people who trust
him.

Semester 2

Learning Intentions
Students will:

- know that Noah built an ark because God told him to
- understand that Noah trusted God
+ know that the rainbow is a sign that God keeps his promises.

2

The Ten
Commandments
Exodus 19-20:21

To discover how God wants his
people to live.

- know that God rescued his people from Egypt and gave Moses the Ten

Commandments

- begin to understand that the Ten Commandments were given to show God'’s

people how to live

- state some of the commandments and think of real-life examples.

3

David and Goliath
1 Samuel 17:4-50

To help the children understand
that God, who is all-powerful, acts
to save his people. They can trust
him.

- know that David trusted God to help him defeat Goliath
- understand that God is all-powerful

thank God for sending Jesus to save us.

4

Jesus calms the
storm

Luke 8:22-25

The children will recognise that
Jesus is the ruler of all creation and
be encouraged to trust him.

know that Jesus was able to calm the storm simply by speaking to it

- understand that Jesus has power over all creation because he is God's Son
- appreciate that Jesus can be trusted in every situation in life.

5

Listen to Jesus
Luke 10:38-42

To understand that it is important
to welcome and listen to our friend,
Jesus, in order to learn how to live
for God.

- know that Mary listened to Jesus, while Martha prepared food to meet his

physical needs
understand that Jesus wants us to learn about God by welcoming and
listening to him

- begin to appreciate different ways they can listen to Jesus.

6

Jesus invites
children

Luke 18:15-17

For the children to understand that
Jesus welcomes and values the trust
of children.

- know that Jesus didn't want the disciples to prevent children from coming to him.

Instead Jesus welcomed children

- understand that Jesus loves and values children
- appreciate that Jesus taught that God cares for children and wants them to trust

and follow him.

7

Jesus prays

Mark 1:29-39;
Luke 11:2-4

To help the children begin to grasp
that prayer is a vital part of our
friendship with God.

- know that Jesus prayed and that he also taught others how to pray
- understand that Jesus' prayers reflected his dependence upon God his Father and

the love he has for God

- appreciate that they need to pray to God just like Jesus did.

8

Talking to God (1)
Luke 11:2-4

To know that Jesus wants us to
develop a prayerful relationship
with God, who will provide all that
we need.

- know that Jesus taught people to pray in a simple and straightforward way
- understand that God wants us to talk to him, including asking for what we need

appreciate that God is never too busy to listen, and that he wants us to invite him
into our lives.

9

Talking to God (2)
Luke 11:2-4

For the children to realise that God
forgives us, and we need to forgive
other people.

know that God forgives us and wants us to forgive other people

understand that we all need forgiveness

appreciate that while it is difficult to say sorry, God asks us to do this when we
know we have done the wrong thing.

10

Love one another
Luke 10:25-37

To help the children understand
that living for God means showing
love to others.

- know that Jesus told a surprising story about a man who showed love to

someone he didn't know
understand that Jesus wants us to'Go and do the same'as the kind man

- be encouraged to show love to everyone, as Jesus told us to.




Lesson

1"

God'’s promises—
Abraham
Genesis 11:26—12:7;
13:1-4; 15:1-6;
17:1-16; 21:.1-8

Lesson aim

To help the children to
know that God makes
promises and keeps them.

Scope and sequence

Semester 2

Learning Intentions
Students will:

- know that God called Abraham and promised to bless him
- understand that God makes promises and he wants us to trust him
- appreciate that God always keeps the promises he makes no matter how long it may take.

12
God’s promises—
Joseph
Genesis 37; 39; 41-47:12

To hear that God has good
plans for his people and
that he can be trusted to
keep his promises.

« know about the life of Joseph

+ understand that sometimes bad things happen to God's people but he can still be trusted
- understand that God helped Joseph and was good to him

- begin to appreciate one of God's promises to his people today.

13

God's promises—
Moses

Exodus 1-3:12; 5-11

To be reassured that God
does not forget his people
or his promises.

+ begin to understand that saving Moses was part of God’s plan to rescue his people
- understand that God heard the prayers of his people and acted to help them because he

cares for them

- understand that God is all-powerful; his plans cannot be stopped.

14

God'’s promises—
Red Sea rescue

Exodus 13:3—15:21

To continue to see that
God fulfils his promises in
all that he does.

+ know that the Israelites' complaints turned to praise when God parted the sea and saved

them from the Egyptian army

+understand that God rescued the Israelites from Egypt to enter the land he promised to Abraham
+ acknowledge that Jesus came so we can be rescued.

15

God'’s promises—
The Promised Land

Joshua 3; 21:43-45

To help the children
appreciate that God always
keeps his promise to be
with those who trust him.

- know that God was with his people, the Israelites, as they travelled to the Promised Land
+ understand that God always keeps his promises
- appreciate that God is with them too when they trust in him.

16

God'’s promises—
David the
shepherd boy

1 Samuel 16:1-13

To help the children
understand that David
was chosen by God to be
a leader and that David
loved and trusted God.

+ know that God chose David, a young shepherd boy, to be the king of his people when he

grew up

- understand that God knew what David was like, and that David would love and trust God

when he was king

- continue to appreciate that God's promises aren't always fulfilled immediately.

17

God’s promises—
David is king
2 Samuel 2:4-7;
51-4.7

To remind the children that
God keeps his promises.

+ know that God kept his promise to make David king
+ understand that God promised David that someone from his family would always be king
« thank God for keeping his promise to send Jesus, our King.

18

God'’s promises—
A Son

Isaiah 9:6—-7

To help the children to
understand that God
promised to send his Son
long before Jesus was
born.

- recall how the relationship between people and God was broken, and how the problem of

sin persisted among God's people

+ hear how God promised to send his Son, long before Jesus was born
- sense God's love for people in spite of their wrongdoing.

19

God’s promises—
Jesus is born

Luke 2:1-20

The children will appreciate
that God sent his Son,
Jesus, to be our Saviour
and King just as he had
promised.

- know that an angel appeared to shepherds and told them that the promised Saviour had

been born

- understand that Jesus was unlike any other baby because he is God's Son
- recognise that the Bible is the source of the story and that these biblical events really happened
- appreciate that God loved them so much that he sent his Son, Jesus, into the world.

20
Together forever

Revelation 21:1-7,
23-27

To help the children
appreciate that the Bible
teaches that Jesus'friends
will live with him forever.

« learn how God will make everything new
- imagine being together with God and Jesus forever with no sadness
- be encouraged to look forward to God's new heaven and earth.
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