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Education Week will be held from August 1-5 in public schools in NSW.  
The theme for this year is ‘Shared stories, better learning, stronger 
communities’.  This is a topic which will resound wholeheartedly with 
Christian SRE.  We certainly do share stories which we hope builds 
stronger communities!  

ICCOREIS has prepared an order of service which is available on the 
website, or by contacting the Executive Officer.  A complementary 
document gives suggestions for using the service and ways to add a local 
flavour by using student participation 
in drama, song and prayers.  

Download the service sheet and 
suggestions for use from 
www.iccoreis.asn.au. 

Since the beginning of the year a number of schools have experienced what the Department of Education calls 
‘An Audit’.  This is one of those checks and balances to ensure that schools are following policies correctly, 
finances are in order, records are being maintained, etc. 

As part of this audit, schools have been asked to ensure that all folk who come into the school have their 
Working With Children Check numbers.  There has however been some confusion as to how schools show proof 
of this – especially in regard to SRE teachers. 

According to the FAQ’s (April 2016)* and SRE/SEE Fact Sheet (April 2016)**, the Approved Providers are 
responsible to ensure that their authorised SRE teachers have a WWCC number and verify it.  It is not the 
school’s responsibility to do this.  We do need to ensure the school has a list of the SRE teachers and contact 
details of the Approved Providers.  

The Department of Education (via the DoE’s Consultative Committee March 2016) has confirmed that schools 
are not required to request any teacher to give the school their WWCC number.  If a school wants confirmation 
that an SRE teacher’s WWCC number has been verified then a letter from the Approved Provider listing the 
names of the SRE teachers stating that the WWCC numbers has been verified is sufficient for the auditor. 

Some confusion arose due to the practice of adults involved in Voluntary Student Activities of a Religious Nature 
in Schools (VSA) - which is not part of Special Religious Education (SRE) – such as ISCF/SUPA Clubs/Prayer 
Groups – are required to give their WWCC numbers and Date of Birth to be verified by the school. 

* Schools do not monitor the NSW Working with Children Check (“WWCC”) Clearance of Special Religious Education (SRE) 
and Special Education in Ethics (SEE) teachers.  Approved providers are required to give the school a list of the names and 
contact details of the SRE/SEE teachers and local representatives.  

** See www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/policies/religion/index.htm 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM AN SRE TEACHER  

When we lost three quarters of our classes because of 
NAPLAN clashes the school offered us a class of 4 year 
olds who come one day a week to a class to help them 
transition to ‘big school’.  When the school sent a 
letter home to see whether the parents would give 
their permission, all but 2 chose SRE, and the children 
have been a real joy. 

This year every one of them is in SRE and we have the 
support of all their parents.  So this year, the children 
began kindergarten already knowing us and the songs 
we had taught them, and it has made a real difference 
to their acceptance of us.  So much so that this year in 
our Easter Pageant we dressed up the whole class as 
Jesus and His disciples, the women, the angels and the 
soldiers and had them process down with palm 
branches as the whole school sang 'Jesus the King'. 

We helped them show and tell the Easter Story in a 
very simple way and we had more parents in 
attendance than we have ever had.  The Principal was 
there taking photos and giving her support.  We were 
so blessed when she included a photo of the children 
and kind words about the pageant in the school 

newsletter.  This is the photo and comment from the 
school newsletter: 

Dear Parents, Carers and Community,  
What a wonderful week of celebration in the school 
last week with the Easter performance from our lovely 
scripture teachers Mrs H and Mrs T who guided KC into 
sharing an important story with us all.  We could never 
put an accurate measure on the goodness that these 
two women bring into our school each week. Their 
messages are based on kindness and love of humanity. 
 

The whole school now knows and prays the Lord's 
Prayer (with actions) at our Easter and Christmas 
assemblies and our Pastor couldn't hold back tears 
when she first heard the whole school pray in unison. 
Some of the support teachers actually prepared a 
special morning tea for our Pastor after the pageant. 
We pray weekly for grace and favour. 

 

Name withheld by request 

Highlight #2 

Highlight #1 

Last year I was in a shopping car park and a group of 
older boys were on their skates and one of them 
approached me (long hair, cap reversed, etc.) and not 
many people around so I was a little fearful of what 
was going to happen – he said, “Hi Mrs W, you taught 
me Scripture!”  I was so taken aback and in front of his 
mates as well.  I always said never judge a book by its 

cover.  Sometimes we think we are not making an 
impact but years later with these older children gives a 
person a warm fuzzy feeling! 

Makes me think that I can go on with another year of 
teaching – with all the frustrations and wondering 
whether its worthwhile etc. 



SRE Update - July 2016 

3 

If you haven’t been to the Department of Education’s 

SRE website, then now is a good time to have a visit.  

There are a number of new documents which have 

appeared since May which may prove helpful. 

There is a new section called: Support Materials. 

Under this heading are various checklists and a fact 

sheet on SRE and SEE (Special Education in Ethics) as 

well as VSA (Voluntary Student Activities).  A brief 

summary of these is below: 

SRE and SEE fact sheet 

This is an excellent summary of the legal background 

to SRE and SEE and outlines the responsibilities of 

principals with regard to religious education. Things 

such as time to be allowed for SRE lessons, necessity 

to provide information to parents/caregivers, use and 

interpretation of the enrolment form and not 

timetabling other lessons to run in competition with 

SRE/SEE are covered.  There is a summary of the 

responsibilities of SRE providers too: need for 

providers to be approved, use of age-appropriate 

curriculum displayed on the provider’s website, and a 

WWCC for SRE teachers. 

On the second page is a very helpful flow chart of the 

enrolment process, explaining when the participation 

letter is to be sent home and how SRE and SEE fit 

together. 

SRE and SEE checklist 

This condensed checklist is provided for principals to 

use to ensure policy and procedures are addressed 

prior to SRE/SEE lessons being delivered.   It lists 

weblinks to the policy and implementation procedures 

as well as highlighting various questions from the 

FAQs document. 

VSA checklist 

Although strictly not related to SRE, this is a checklist 

provided for principals to use to ensure policy and 

procedures are addressed prior to voluntary student 

activities of a religious nature being delivered eg ISCF 

and SUPA clubs, prayer groups. 

FAQS 

This document provides answers to 30 Frequently 

Asked Questions, from a school administration 

perspective.  For example Q8: What is ‘Alternative 

Meaningful Activities’, also known as ‘non-SRE’? 

Helpful questions for providers are Q17.  What is an 

approved provider of SRE? How do they get approved?  

The answer is detailed, pointing out that this is a 

complex and often long process which currently takes 

WHAT’S HAPPENING ON THE  

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION WEBSITE    

www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/policies/religion/index.htm 
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ICCOREIS (NSW) Inc.  
Website 
www.iccoreis.asn.au 

Executive Officer 
Mrs Sue Sneddon 
ph: 02 4979 1335 

PO Box 756 
Newcastle NSW 2300 
e: execofficer@iccoreis.asn.au 

DEPT OF EDUCATION WEBSITE (CONT’D) 

RESOURCES 

App of the Week!  
 
This was featured in a school 
newsletter: 
 

School A to Z is a great app that has 

been endorsed by the Department 

of Education.  This app is 

informative for parents as well as 

educational for children.  Parents 

can find 

information and 

facts for their children under the 

English, Maths and Technology folders 

providing definitions, videos and 

explanations of concepts. Students can 

engage in Spelling Bee and Maths 

Monkey activities which cater to all 

ages.   

This is a great free app. 

Christian SRE Brochures for Families 

These brochures are a valuable way to 

provide information to families, as noted in 

the Religious Implementation Procedures 

(page 4) 

The right to information  
Parents/caregivers have the right to know 
how special religious education will be 
organised each year and which religious 
organisations will deliver it.  
This information is provided through enrolment information, 

the school website and school newsletter. Special religious 

education providers can assist the school in this regard by 

providing information about their programs. 

The brochures are perfect for Orientation days for Kinder 

students and Information packs for new enrolments.  

PLEASE NOTE: The ordering process for Christian SRE brochures 

has changed.   

Please order primary and high school brochures online at:  

www.christiansre.com.au/brochure  

A Celebration of SRE will be held on 

November 15, 5:30pm  – 7:30pm  

in Parliament House, Sydney.   

Invitations will be sent out shortly.   

Mark this in your diary now!       

 

Group of awardees at the 2014 SRE Celebration with  

the Hon Adrian Piccoli, the Minister for Education 

STOP PRESS: DATE FOR 2016 SRE CELEBRATION 

165 days to complete.  Q18. Is the school required to 

request an Approved Provider?  A: No.  If a parent/

caregiver has requested a religious persuasion or SEE 

which is not currently available at the school, the 

school is to provide them with the names and contact 

details of Approved Providers.  It is the responsibility of 

the parent/caregiver to follow up with the Approved 

Provider.  

I encourage all SRE Coordinators to familiarise 

themselves with these documents so that they are 

aware of the Education Department’s expectations, 

policies and procedures.  Having a copy of the correct 

information on hand can so often expedite solving 

problems.  

http://www.iccoreis.asn.au
mailto:execofficer@iccoreis.asn.au
http://www.christiansre.com.au/brochure

