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SRE Sunday 2016
What is it?


It is one Sunday or a month of Sundays where churches across NSW raise the profile of SRE in 
their local congregation.


It’s also a time to begin praying for SRE.  A prayer calendar is included.
When is it?
Anytime that suits your church.


Choose from one or more Sundays. Choose a whole month, say, February or March at the beginning of the SRE year, or October when the SRE Celebration is traditionally held and when plans for the following year are being hatched.
How does my church get involved?


Any church can become involved:
· seek the support of your church leaders.
· all you need is a passion for SRE and a willingness to affirm its importance in the overall ministry of your church.

Who can help me?


ICCOREIS Executive Officer can provide assistance: execofficer@iccoreisl.asn.an or 02 49791335  or mobile 0400 652 505

Order some brochures and posters that can be displayed in your church: http://christiansre.com.au/brochure/

Just download the material and start advertising, inviting speakers, running special events on 
Sunday. 


Begin by asking your SRE teachers to help – they’ll know what to do!
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Publicity 

Pre SRE Sunday  publicity: 

For use in Church Bulletin notices/ Prayers of the Faithful/Intercessions/ newsletters

Sunday  ( date)…….. has been nominated by ICCOREIS, the Inter-Church Commission On Religious Education In Schools (NSW), as SRE SUNDAY.  Prayers are requested for all who are involved in providing Christian SRE in NSW public schools: churches, families and schools. 
Consider decorating the church with SRE banners, SRE books, posters.

Use the Christian SRE posters available from the Executive Officer: execofficer@icccoreis.asn.au or Christian SRE: http://christiansre.com.au/brochure/
Promoting SRE as a ministry of the church
· Explain what an interested person should do if they would like more information (church bulletin insert):
If you would like to know more about how SRE (Scripture) lessons are provided in this church/parish then please speak to …(name)… the SRE Coordinator for local schools.  We welcome new teachers and helpers.  Encouragement, support and training is provided.  For more information ring …(phone no.)…
· Have promotional material available

· Teaching SRE – a quick guide for new SRE teachers. Copies available from ICCOREIS Executive Officer: execofficer@iccoreis.asn.au
· Christian SRE – a brochure for families. Copies available from ICCOREIS Executive Officer: execofficer@iccoreis.asn.au

· SRE Update -  newsletter downloadable from ICCOREIS website http://www.iccoreis.asn.au/newsletter/
· Why consider Christian SRE?  - from Youthworks http://cep.youthworks.net/Category/171-scripture-promo-flyers.aspx
Articles

1. A day in the life of an SRE teacher (for a touch of humour):
24 hours or more before the lesson:

Make final preparations for the lesson: collect materials you will need, choose a song and make sure you have the CD.  Play the PowerPoint and make notes on the story.

The morning before the lesson: go through your final notes and check you have everything you need. 

One hour before: remember this would be a good lesson to use the shell collection you have made.  Start to look for it.  Realise that you will need an extension cord for the CD player.

Upon arriving at the school:  realise you have forgotten the cord for the CD player/ the data projector is not working/ you’ve misplaced your thumb drive/ your PowerPoint is not compatible with the school’s computer/ the power is off.

Five minutes after the lesson should have started: The children are over 5 minutes late arriving.  By now you have forgotten the number of the song on the CD, and you can’t put the words up anyway! The children enter the classroom and ask if you will be doing a play today. You think quick and say that you will, making it up as you go along. One of the children comments at the end of the lesson: “That was really fun! Thanks”.

2. Just how many SRE teachers are there in NSW?

Accurate statistics are difficult to obtain because there is no “go to place” for these kinds of numbers.  There are only a few denominations who even employ someone to make these figures available. Some churches keep centralized records, but some are independent and do not feed into an umbrella group. At best, these are approximations, but they are the best approximations we have. They are also conservative,  ie we have only used figures we could justify.

The total number of Christian SRE teachers in NSW is around 10,000  and about 850 non-Christian SRE teachers, such as Islamic, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist etc. Of the Christian SRE teachers there are about 5,000 Catholics and about 2,500 Anglicans. 

Another way of putting this is that 97% of primary schools and 53% of high schools have SRE in one form or another.   About 20% of primary schools have SEE (Special Education in Ethics) classes.

What are the  current trends?

Age:
Volunteer SRE teachers are generally older than employed SRE teachers.  This is because they often began when they were younger and have just kept teaching.  It is not uncommon for them to be teaching for decades.
Gender: In general there are more women teaching  than men – this is the same for all SRE teachers, whether Christian or not. 

Location: There are SRE teachers wherever  there is a church and in some places where there aren’t churches anymore.
Experience: SRE teachers’ experience varies greatly.  Volunteers can be from other professions, have received basic training, or be professional educators. Employed teachers are usually trained teachers, but may have qualifications in other fields.
3. A Cause for Great Concern & Urgent Action by Graham McDonald
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Much effort and money has been spent in the past to bring forward the crises that exist in the natural world and to determine what steps can be taken to preserve and improve the environment for future generations.  Professor Parkinson (a) in his report, “For Kid’s Sake” -  Repairing the Social Environment for Australian Children and Young People presented in 2011, makes this point “Rightly we are thinking about what legacy we are going to leave our children, and their children, in terms of the natural world on which we all depend”. (p6).

While our society has experienced a general increase in the areas of health and wealth, with some dramatic exceptions amongst our indigenous brothers and sisters, we as a nation have ignored the social environment that is needed for the social well-being of our children and young people.  

Professor Parkinson also notes “Little attention has been paid to the social environment in which our children are growing up, and the dangers that the deterioration of this environment presents for the future.  Indeed, many of us may not even be aware of how bad things are becoming. (p6)

In a report from the evaluation and statistics branch of the Community Services NSW, it showed that 30% of 12 – 17 year olds have been reported to the Government Child Protection Agency at least once in their life.  The Director of The Australian Centre for Child Protection at the University of South Australia said these figures may be the highest in the developed world.  

This fact was demonstrated in the “canary in the coalmine” data found in the Parkinson report, that show from 1997 to 2009 the total number of children in out-of-home care has more than doubled, from 15,674 to 35,895 and is increasing at an ever increasing rate. (p7)

The dramatic increase in child abuse and neglect is only part of the overall deterioration of the wellbeing of our children. More than 25% of young people aged 16-24 have a mental disorder.  A further 24% of young people, who have never experienced a mental disorder, are experiencing moderate to severe psychological distress. (p7)

The psychological distress is reflected in the 66% increase in the number of 12-14 year old children hospitalised because of intentional self-harm from 1996 to 2006. In the same period there was a 90% rise in hospitalisation of girls 15 to 17 years of age. (p7)

Other manifestations of psychological distress include binge drinking and sexual promiscuity. The rate of hospitalisation due to alcohol intoxication in young women 15-24 years of age more than doubled between 1998 and 2006.

In the last ten years there was a four-fold increase in chlamydia infections in the 10-14 year age group.  Girls reporting unwanted sex increased from 28 to 38 per cent from 2002 to 2008. 

While the chances of marriage ending in divorce have increased over the last 25 years, the increase in children experiencing parental separation is largely a consequence of the rapid rise in the number of children born into de facto relationships which have a greater propensity to break down than those in a committed marriage situation. In 2009 35% of children were born out of wedlock. (p9)

The result is that fragile families grow fragile children who in turn grow fragile children and the cycle continues. The over whelming evidence from research is that children do best in two-parent married families.  Strong married families do make a vast difference to the wellbeing of the child.(p14)

Richard Eckersley, an expert at the Australian National University relates a number of factors that contribute to the decline in children’s wellbeing.  These include “A cultural change to greater materialism and individualism and among others, too much choice and lack of clear frames of reference.” (p48)

A report from the Commission on Children at Risk in the USA released in 2003 would agree with the above findings.  The Commission made up of leading children’s doctors, research scientists and youth service professionals issued a report on new strategies to reduce the high incidence of children suffering from emotional and behavioural problems. The scientific findings suggest that children are biologically “hardwired” for close attachment to other people and for moral and spiritual meaning. 

With more children experiencing parental separation, they are denied the opportunity to receive what is needed for their wellbeing, and to achieve their potential. 

Research does show children who come from an unstable home environment will struggle in many areas of relationships through their own life. 

The Commission’s findings recognise that religious and spiritual nurturing is vital and has a significant influence on the wellbeing of the child. Other significant results were religiously committed teenagers are less likely to become juvenile delinquents or adult criminals, less prone to substance abuse, less likely to engage in high-risk behaviour, to have high self-esteem and more positive attitudes about life.

As part of her Ph.D. studies at the University of Queensland’s School of Population Health, Rosemary Aird conducted a survey of the effects of spiritual thoughts and behaviours of over 3,000 twenty one year olds. The survey looked at two different belief systems. A recognition of God, as associated with traditional religions v the new spiritualism with no recognition of God.

Aird discovered that the newer non-traditional beliefs were linked to higher rates of “anxiety, depression, disturbed and suspicious ways of thinking and anti-social behaviour”.  Traditional religion tends to promote the idea of social responsibility and thinking of other’s interests.   

As we examine all this information and data it is obvious that our governments and bureaucracies need to take seriously the impact “religious teachings” have on our society and the mental health of our children.

I dare to believe that the greater challenge is to the Church “what are we, as the Ambassadors for Christ, going to do about it?”

Research continually demonstrates the value to our society if we raise children with Christian principles. This is the area where the church can and should come forward to champion the cause of the children and the parents and society. 

Graham McDonald

National Team Leader

Children of the World a ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ Australia

graham.mcdonald@ccca.org.au 

www.children.org.au
(a) I would want to acknowledge  the work of Professor Patrick Parkinson for the details contained in his  most informative report - “For Kid’s Sake” Repairing the Social Environment for Australian Children and Young People presented in July 2011. If you go to his website you can download a full report. 

Website information

· ICCOREIS www.iccoreis.asn.au

links to denominational church websites and contact people:

· http://www.iccoreis.asn.au/links.htm
· Christian SRE http://www.christiansre.com.au/
· Why SRE? http://www.whysre.com.au/
YouTube clips for promoting SRE


These could be useful within the Sunday service to highlight SRE:

· http://youtu.be/AYDm_MDiZ1o a short DVD describing how SRE helps children learn about the faith of their families.
·  CSRE_why_faith a 47second animated DVD on Christian SRE.
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjeCDB62XHc
a pastor from Hillsong church, Joel A’Bell tells of the role his SRE teacher played in his life.
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7XkYftHLxI
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PT0c0PV7htg&feature=related
SRE Policy information

Available from the Department of Education:
http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/policies/religion/index.htm

Prayers 

Monthly Prayer calendar 
Pray for 

1. children of all ages

2. parents

3. split families

4. the word to be sown and to take root

5. teachers

6. principals

7. SRE coordinators

8. SRE Teachers

9. writers of curriculum

10. boards and their paid SRE teachers

11. sufficient SRE teachers to carry on the work

12.finances to pay for resources

13.those who supply training to teachers

14.those who provide safe church training

15.grieving children

16. children who have just arrived at school, or children about to leave

17.children who are having new babies in the family

18.foster children and adopted children

19.students not doing well at school

20.6th graders about to move on to high school

21. Kindergarten children just starting school

22. children with learning difficulties

23. children with special needs 

24. schools in remote locations

25. small schools with only 1 or 2 teachers

26. large schools

27. children who miss the bus

28. Heads of Churches, who fund and resource SRE

29. members of the DEC’s Consultative Committee on SRE
30. staff of the Department of Education and Communities who are responsible for SRE
31. churches struggling to fund SRE

Ideas for how and when to pray: 

SRE teachers meet at the school to pray before lessons.  Invite others to join in.

Offer prayers for SRE on SRE Sunday.  
Ask church members to undertake to pray regularly for an individual SRE teacher, especially on the days they are teaching. 

Value adding: prayers for children in schools and SRE on other dates throughout the year:
Consider including prayers for children on other nationally or internationally nominated days for prayer.

· World Day of Prayer for Christian Unity (1st March in 2013)  
· Global 4/14 Day – Prayer for children aged 4-14 on 14 April  www.Global414day.com
· 5 May – Children’s Day in Japan
· National Day of Thanksgiving – 25th May 2013   http://www.thanksgiving.org.au/
· 1 June – Children’s Day in China

· Global Day of Prayer – Pentecost Sunday - Sunday, May 19, 2013.
· International Weekend of Prayer for Children at Risk First weekend in June www.viva.org
· National Aboriginal and Islander Children’s Day – 4 August – Australia
· National Children’s week which is 21-27 October.  The patron of this is The Hon Sir Peter Cosgrove, the Governor-General. 
Scriptures relevant to SRE

 Romans 10.10-15 ( CEV) - how can they know if no-one tells them 

10God will accept you and save you, if you truly believe this and tell it to others. 

    11The Scriptures say that no one who has faith will be disappointed, 12no matter if that person is a Jew or a Gentile. There is only one Lord, and he is generous to everyone who asks for his help. 13All who call out to the Lord will be saved. 

    14How can people have faith in the Lord and ask him to save them, if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear, unless someone tells them? 15And how can anyone tell them without being sent by the Lord? The Scriptures say it is a beautiful sight to see even the feet of someone coming to preach the good news. 

2 Corinthians 2.14 – 3.5 (CEV) - Be a letter of love to the children you teach 

  14I am grateful that God always makes it possible for Christ to lead us to victory. God also helps us spread the knowledge about Christ everywhere, and this knowledge is like the smell of perfume. 15-16In fact, God thinks of us as a perfume that brings Christ to everyone. For people who are being saved, this perfume has a sweet smell and leads them to a better life. But for people who are lost, it has a bad smell and leads them to a horrible death. 

   No one really has what it takes to do this work. 17A lot of people try to get rich from preaching God's message. But we are God's sincere messengers, and by the power of Christ we speak our message with God as our witness. 

 1Are we once again bragging about ourselves? Do we need letters to you or from you to tell others about us? Some people do need letters that tell about them. 2But you are our letter, and you are in our hearts for everyone to read and understand. 3You are like a letter written by Christ and delivered by us. But you are not written with pen and ink or on tablets made of stone. You are written in our hearts by the Spirit of the living God. 4We are sure about all this. Christ makes us sure in the very presence of God. 5We don't have the right to claim that we have done anything on our own. God gives us what it takes to do all that we do. 

1 Thessalonians 2. 1-13 - share your very selves with them

 1My friends, you know that our time with you wasn't wasted. 2As you remember, we had been mistreated and insulted at Philippi. But God gave us the courage to tell you the good news about him, even though many people caused us trouble. 3We didn't have any hidden motives when we won you over, and we didn't try to fool or trick anyone. 4God was pleased to trust us with his message. We didn't speak to please people, but to please God who knows our motives. 
    5You also know that we didn't try to flatter anyone. God himself knows that what we did wasn't a cover-up for greed. 6We were not trying to get you or anyone else to praise us. 7But as apostles, we could have demanded help from you. After all, Christ is the one who sent us. We chose to be like children or like a mother [a] nursing her baby. 8We cared so much for you, and you became so dear to us, that we were willing to give our lives for you when we gave you God's message. 9My dear friends, you surely haven't forgotten our hard work and hardships. You remember how night and day we struggled to make a living, so that we could tell you God's message without being a burden to anyone. 10Both you and God are witnesses that we were pure and honest and innocent in our dealings with you followers of the Lord. 11You also know we did everything for you that parents would do for their own children. 12We begged, encouraged, and urged each of you to live in a way that would honour God. He is the one who chose you to share in his own kingdom and glory. 

    13We always thank God that you believed the message we preached. It came from him, and it isn't something made up by humans. You accepted it as God's message, and now he is working in you. 

Special  Events:

During regular Sunday Worship/Services create a “SRE spot”  - see ideas below for fun, educational  activities

· Trivia contest

· SRE quiz

· Display curriculum information with some children’s workbooks

· Interview an SRE teacher.

· Interview a child who is in an SRE class.

Organize a Special service during the week – to encourage SRE teachers.

Organize an Information night.  For resources see the publicity section

Organize a special “pamper” night just for SRE teachers:

dessert and coffee, a night at the movies, neck and shoulder massages, manicures or pedicures for those with “beautiful feet”: the bringers of good news.

Send letters of thanks and encouragement to all SRE teachers and the Coordinator.
Trivia Questions – answers in red.
Ask these questions of members of the church who aren’t SRE teachers.  
Award prizes and make it fun.
What does SRE stand for?

Special Religious Education

Name a curriculum

Connect, GodSpace, Walking with Jesus, Access Ministries (previously Religion in Life), Christ our Light.
How long is an average lesson?

Anywhere from 20 – 40 minutes- check with your SRE teachers.

What is the first thing you do when you arrive at the school to teach?

Sign the attendance book

What must you carry when teaching SRE?

Current authorisation card and wear a nametag
What is the greatest number of years that an SRE teacher has taught in this church?

Find out! Some have taught in other places for 50 years.

How old must you be to teach?

Over 18, - assistants can be younger

 What does a SRE helper/assistant do?

Whatever the teacher asks them to do: pray, hand out books, help children complete their work, assist with activities such as art, drama, craft or music.  Help with classroom management.

Describe a Smartboard  - Give 10 points to anyone who used one last week. 
An interactive white-board which can be used with the internet or to project images onto, such as PowerPoints or to show video clips.

Name 2 stories that would be taught every year.

Easter and Christmas.

What does ICCOREIS stand for and who can spell it?  Give 20 points for this one!

Inter-Church Commission on Religious Education in Schools.

Give a common reason that a SRE lesson might be cancelled?

The teacher is unable to attend.  An “event” the school has organized  such as an excursion, visiting performance, sports or swimming carnival, swimming school, concert practice.  An unforseen incident such as unusable classroom, sickness epidemic.

SRE True or false Quiz
The time allowed for SRE is up to one hour per school week. True

Most SRE teachers know everything before they start teaching in schools.  False
SRE teachers have to make up their own lessons. False
Ethics can be taught at the same time in some schools True
SRE lessons provide excellent opportunities to ask children to publicly profess their faith.  False– deduct 10 points for anyone who says True
Anyone can teach SRE if they want to. False

No training is required. False

Our pastor, priest, church leader teaches SRE.  Find out for yourself ahead of time.

Most schools don’t welcome SRE False
SRE only happens in primary schools. False 

Interview questions for SRE students

Introduce the student  and mention his/her name, age, class, school

Q: How often do you have SRE lessons?

Q: What do you most enjoy about SRE?

Q: Do you have a special book for Scripture lessons?

Q: Do you have a favourite story from the bible?

Q: Do you have your own bible?

Q; What’s the best lesson you ever had?

Interview questions for SRE teachers

Q: Where do you teach?

Q: Which classes?
Q: How did you first become involved in teaching SRE?
Q: Which is your favourite and why?

Q: Which is the most challenging and why?

Q: How long have you been teaching?

Q: How many hours a week would you spend on preparing lessons and teaching?

Q: What’s your secret for remembering the names of the children in your class?

Q: What is the most rewarding part of teaching SRE?
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