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HOW BUSY WAS YOUR CHRISTMAS?
Some of us have a great deal of trouble answering this
ques on without quo ng the numbers of events we
a ended, kilometres we travelled or people we fed. Spare
a thought for Allyson who heads up a team of SRE teachers
and supporters. In the first week of December they
provided nine assemblies for seven schools in the Penrith
area: Jamisontown, Penrith Public, Penrith South,
Kingswood South, York, Orchard Hills and Kingswood Public.
The theme was “An Unexpected Christmas” and the team
used all kinds of s muli to evoke the element of surprise,
allowing the children to truly appreciate the wonder and
excitement of the first Christmas.

You can view the video they used on YouTube (it’s a good
one to keep in mind for next year):
h p://www.bing.com/videos/search?
q=youtube+an+unexpected+christmas&FORM=VIRE1#view
=detail&mid=30F2D25A3BF5221A40C530F2D25A3BF5221A
40C5
One of the audience sent this encouraging message:
Thank you Allyson and your team for the hard work and
eﬀort you all put into the Christmas assembly presenta ons.
We really appreciated the me you all spent preparing and
delivering them. The kids really enjoyed it and the theme of
"Unexpected" really shone through the whole produc on.
The enthusiasm of the group was caught by the kids and we
pray they will be remembering this assembly over the
Christmas period and beyond.
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Clarification of the SRE Enrolment Process
In the last week of the school year, The Educa on Department
(DEC) sent a memorandum to all principals to clarify the key
requirements of the policy and procedures for enrolling students
in Special Religious Educa on (SRE) classes. Here are some
excerpts:
♦ There has been no recent change to policy regarding SRE in
government schools from an ‘opt out’ to an ‘opt in’ system.
♦ Schools ini ally use informa on provided on enrolment as
the basis for organising SRE classes. The policy requires that
a student be enrolled in a SRE class for their par cular
religious persuasion if they have iden fied as being of that
religious persuasion on enrolment and a SRE class is available
for that persuasion.
♦ A template preference le er is a ached to assist in the
organisa on of SRE. Please include this preference le er
with your introductory communica on to parents/caregivers
of all students commencing Kindergarten or Year 7 in 2015.
To the extent of any inconsistency, the informa on in this
preference le er will take precedence over the informa on
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provided on enrolment in rela on to SRE or any related
alterna ve ac vi es.
♦ The policy also requires that students con nue in the same
arrangement as the previous year, unless a parent/caregiver
has requested a change in wri ng.
♦ It is important to note that both informa on about SEE
where it is available, and an oﬀer for parents/caregivers to
nominate for their child to a end SEE should not be made
un l a parent/caregiver has formally withdrawn their child
from SRE.
There is also informa on on
♦ Timetabling of SRE classes;
♦ Ensuring that students not a ending SRE are provided with
meaningful alterna ve ac vi es; and
♦ Ensuring parents/caregivers are provided with adequate
informa on about SRE and alterna ve ac vi es.
For a copy of the memorandum and the SRE preference le er,
please see the ICCOREIS website h p://www.iccoreis.asn.au/
resources/le ers-and-forms/
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A Celebration of Special Religious Education
Representa ves from across all faiths and Chris an
denomina ons came together on 23 October 2014, with the
support of many NSW poli cians, including the Honourable
Adrian Piccoli, Minister for Educa on, and the Shadow
Minister, Mr Ryan Park MP to celebrate the valuable
contribu on Special Religious Educa on (SRE) makes to the
Public Educa on system and the well-being of students and
their families.

secondary students’ mul media skills; delivering SRE over
School of the Air.
The Hon Adrian Piccoli MP, NSW Minister for Educa on,
was the guest speaker at the event and stated “I thank all
the SRE teachers for the work they do. SRE is a cri cal part
and will remain a cri cal part of public educa on for ...I
don’t want to put a defining me on it... forever.... I know

Awardees with the NSW Education Minister, the Hon Adrian Piccoli MP and ICCOREIS Chairman, Mr Neville Cox

The SRE Celebra on event held at Parliament House in
Sydney was a powerful representa on of the unity in
diversity in our society and showcased how providers of SRE
add significantly to the lives of students through the faith
choice of their family,
especially
in
the
development of values that
are at the heart of the
world’s major religions.

that SRE will con nue to play an important part in the
pastoral lives of the children across NSW in public schools...
I congratulate all of the award recipients for the crea vity
and innova on that they have shown in their work with
students and teachers of
SRE.”

The incredible contribu on
made by a volunteer base of
SRE teachers from many
faiths was recognised in the
presen ng of awards to 14
outstanding SRE teachers for
their excellence, innova on
and crea vity in the way they
deliver SRE to students across
NSW.
Others who were
nominated for awards are to
be recognised at locally
organised events.

Also suppor ng the event
was the Shadow Minister of
Educa on, Mr Ryan Park,
MP. Mr Park expressed the
view that ‘SRE is a vital
choice for parents, one that I
fully
support
in
our
mul cultural
mul -faith
society. Faith groups invest
considerable resources in
the delivery of SRE in Public
Schools and I commend
approved providers for their
dedica on to ensuring the
quality delivery of SRE in
NSW.’

The diverse skills and
achievements
of
the
awardees included: graphic
design
of
curriculum
material; crea ng digital
storytelling
resources;
forming curriculum links with
student bibles; developing

Also speaking at the event
on behalf of the Inter Church
Commission on Religious
Educa on
in
Schools
(ICCOREIS), was Bishop Peter
A Comensoli, who at the
me was the Apostolic
Administrator of the Catholic
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Archdiocese of Sydney.
Bishop Peter commented,
‘The Celebra on of SRE at
Parliament
House
reaﬃrmed for me what an
incredible contribu on the
major faiths all make to
Public Educa on. It was
wonderful to be able to join
with leaders from across
faiths and my own Chris an
tradi on to recognise and
celebrate how SRE as a
choice for parents, provides
quality forma on in the
faith of families. SRE in
NSW is something that
other systems could well
emulate in our mul cultural,
mul -faith country as a
model that promotes unity
in diversity.’

ICCOREIS, to all 260 guests from across the State. ‘ICCOREIS
has been proud to enable the Celebra on of SRE across all
faiths. We are grateful for the bipar san support and
recogni on by major poli cal par es of the contribu on
made to Public Educa on in NSW by approved providers
across faiths, and with them remain commi ed to the
development of sound curriculums, quality training and
eﬀec ve implementa on of quality SRE.’
Note from the editor: A short video was shown at the event,
showcasing the diversity of SRE. If you would like a copy,
email execoﬃcer@iccoreis.asn.au reques ng one. Please
include a mailing address as it will need to be mailed to you
due to being too large to email.

The event concluded with a
note of thanks from Mr
Neville Cox, Chairman of

Vale Owen Shelley
Owen Shelley was a Children's
Missioner with Scripture Union for over
30 years and dedicated to teaching the
scriptures. He had also been a member
of ICCOREIS for many years and was
elected a Life Member in May 2003 on
the occasion of his re rement as an
Advisor. On 2 August 2014, at the age
of 87, he went to be with his Lord and
Saviour. He lived to serve Jesus and to
share the good news of salva on to
thousands of children. He is greatly
missed by his wife, Daphne, his 8
children, 21 grandchildren, 4 great
grandchildren and all members of the
family. Doctors believe that he died due
to heart failure.

Owen never stopped being a light in the
darkness. He was s ll working on their
latest project, upda ng the A to Z of
Ministry with Children, the night before
he died. Stephen started Shelley and Son
so that Owen's skills, knowledge and
insight in children's ministry would not
be lost.
Owen's last contribu on to Children's
Ministry was to write a guide to telling
Bible Stories. It was in the edi ng
process when he passed away and he
had been very keen to see it produced.
You can download it and his
autobiography on the Shelley and Sons
website:
h ps://sites.google.com/site/
shelleyandson/

In recent years he had partnered with
his son, Stephen, to create ministry
resources suitable for use in the new digital age. Together,
they updated Owen's exis ng library of resources and
produced new resources designed to be used with data
projectors and interac ve whiteboards.

Owen was granted a posthumous award for his innova on
in SRE in partnership with his son Stephen at the SRE
Celebra on in October 2014.
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Snappy Statistics
Educa onally 49% of households have high school
qualifica ons, 27% have a diploma or cer ficate and 24%
have a university degree. As for religious aﬃlia on: 61%
iden fy with Chris anity, 32% with no religion at all and 7%
with other faiths.

We all know Australia is changing and SRE teachers need to
be aware of current trends, so here’s a snapshot of some of
the facts gathered from Census data and other sources, and
presented in an entertaining way by research company
McCrindle Research.*

To find out more about “Australia Street” in an entertaining
format, look up this video on YouTube:
h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzAtaZg6ljo
Another video shows the genera onal changes:
h p://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vzSonILxpFk&feature=youtu.be:
An infographic (pictorial graph) is also available at
h p://www.mccrindle.com.au/the-mccrindle-blog/australia
-street-2014
*McCrindle Research is very suppor ve of Chris an
ministries and has given permission for their videos to be
used in training for SRE teachers.

If Australia was a street of 100 households, 54% of
households would have both parents born in Australia, 34%
would have both parents born overseas and 12% would
have one parent born in Australia. “Australia Street” is
ageing and is more culturally diverse than it used to be.
Most families in “Australia Street” are nuclear but couple
households are becoming more numerous and 25% are sole
person households. The average age of a child leaving
home for the final me is mid-twen es and many come
back o en. There are more mul genera on households
with older parents and children with their own families
returning.
Residents are moving home more frequently than ever
before and changing jobs more o en. The average school
leaver will have 17 employers across 5 careers working in
jobs that don’t even exist yet.
The most popular sports for children are swimming and
soccer. The most common recrea on for all households is
to go for a walk or go to the movies.

Review Underway in 2015
The Department of Educa on and Communi es has commissioned a review of the implementa on of SRE and SEE during
2015. It is expected that data will be collected throughout the year from schools, parents and providers of SRE and SEE.
The Chairman, Neville Cox, said ICCOREIS welcomes the opportunity to par cipate in the SRE review.
“We see the poten al for further improvement in the delivery and process around SRE,” said Mr Cox. “We are always
seeking ways to improve the quality and consistency of what we deliver through our training, curriculum material and best
prac ces.”
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